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           Nov 28, 2014  

Dear Supporters of The Summit Project:  

After a day of giving thanks for the blessings in our lives, today marks the start of the busy 
holiday season.  We search to find the perfect gifts for the people we love; meaningful, 
memorable presents that will make a difference, express love and strengthen relationships. As 
you consider your charitable giving this year, please consider The Summit Project.   
 
By design, TSP is a very low-cost nonprofit but there is one effort we take seriously.   
 
Our mission is to honor Maine’s newest war casualties and the faithful spirit of all Mainers.  
Among the most faithful are the surviving families of Maine’s fallen heroes.   We want serve 
those families by letting them know, through action, that their loved ones are not forgotten.     
 
Over Memorial Day weekend 2015, three dozen volunteer TSP hikers from all over Maine return 
from a day’s hike on the peaks of Baxter State Park after carrying the stones and stories of our 
heroes.  In a homecoming ceremony that was not an option for Gold Star families, we rejoin our 
greater TSP family, exchange embraces and look into their eyes saying “your loved one is not 
forgotten.”   It is a very powerful, emotional and memorable experience.    
 
Earlier this year “TSP at BSP 2014” was a remarkable success.  We want to build on that success 
in 2015 and ensure that ALL families are afforded an opportunity to stand on that field, included 
in that healing community, thanked for their own service and sacrifice, feel that embrace and be 
reassured they are not alone and their loved ones not forgotten.   
 
More than a brief moment however, we want to provide a family weekend retreat -- a time of 
fellowship, safety and security, sharing stories and strengthening our communities and our state.  
We can learn so much from the sacrifice and service of our heroes.  We can work toward a better 
tomorrow. 
 
The New England Outdoor Center hosts our event in front of Millinocket Lake and against the 
backdrop of Mt. Katahdin, Maine’s highest peak.   We are fortunate to have access to the most 
charming cabins for the perfect outdoor Maine retreat experience.   
 
We invite you to help a family member.  One $200 donation will “sponsor” one Gold Star family 
member for the entire weekend -- food, lodging, parking, recreation, community and fellowship.    
$400 will cover a Gold Star mom and dad.   We particularly want to help those who might not  
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have the means to afford a weekend away from work.  Their faithful spirit is perhaps the most 
tested.  You can serve them; you can make a difference in their lives.   Our TOTAL campaign 
goal is $200 X 50 adults = $10K, and yes that seems like a lot.  Even $20 helps get to that goal.    
 
Some people give their time, some their talent.  If you would like to help the TSP mission 
through your financial resources, please go to http://mainememorial.org/support/ and use the 
paypal button there.   Help to ensure that Maine Heroes are NOT forgotten.   
 
  
 
 
      Sincerely,  
 

      David J. Cote 
 
      David J. Cote 
      Major USMC 
      Founder - The Summit Project 
 


